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President’s Foreword 

Once again, a warm welcome to you all. Christmas is another month 
closer and creeping into most emergency services peak delivery season.  

In short, for many of us its time to respond to community needs when in 
an emergency. 

Many things from an SES perspective have transpired since we last wrote 
to you. Naming a few: 

• National Disaster Rescue Challenge - Kings Park, Perth that was held over the weekend 
of 22 and 23 October. SES Teams from all states and territories arrived into Perth to 
rise to our challenge. This was a great display in the national SES bonding and recogni-
tion of the like for like services that are provided to communities throughout Australia. 
Congratulations to the Queensland Team for taking out first place this year. Western 
Australia came a credible fifth place with many opportunities for growth noted. We just 
need some supported actions to make head way in catching up in the skills and 
knowledge that were demonstrated by the other teams.  It was great to see Minister 
Dawson and Shadow Minister Martin Aldridge committing time to come and learn about 
the SES and its unique skill sets demonstrated to a high standard.  

• Flooding in the east coast communities has seen the departure of SES workers deploy-
ing in aid of our orange cousins and their communities in NSW. It’s always great to see 
the deployment flights supported in the send off by Minister Dawson. Our Minister, in 
making time to do this, makes our contact with him all that more valuable to those who 
leave to work in dangerous environments. We wish these deploying members a safe 
and worthy deployment; thank you. 

• Topics that your association is busy with at present are: 

 The Combined Emergency Services Legislation that sees the FESA Act, Fire & Res-
cue Act and Bush Fire Act combined into a single act and supporting regulations; 

 Provision of feedback to allow for improvement of the WAFES Conference and en-
hancing the SES experience to ensure we do not get lost to a strong fire based fo-
rum; and 

 Forward planning for the National SES WOW Day. The State of WA’s opportunity to 
provide a mechanism to simply say thanks to SES Workers. COVID 19 has really put 
a damper over the last few years so we trust the year 2023 will allow for a great ef-
fort in the "thank you" actions. 

Lastly, to all our SES workers around the state, don't hold back in registering for high 
season deployments through the Volunteer hub and approval through your unit local 
manager. The experience is remarkable, the generosity in giving your service to affected 
community is heart sent.  

Thank you and stay safe,  Greg Cook 

Greg Cook, SESVA President 
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There’s a new feature on the SESVA website that shows activities of the SESVA and events 

that will be of interest to SES workers. See the sample device images below. 

If your Unit or region has an upcoming event that you want to promote, send the details 

to the SESVA Office sesva.office@ses-wa.asn.au 

Use Ctrl+Click here to check out the Events Calendar – SES Volunteers Association of WA  

(ses-wa.asn.au) 

 

Website update— new Events Calendar 

Mobile and Tablet view 

mailto:sesva.office@ses-wa.asn.au
https://ses-wa.asn.au/events-calendar/
https://ses-wa.asn.au/events-calendar/
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SESVA Out and About 

The SESVA’s Greg Cook and Allen Gale had the pleasure to observe and witness the con-
duct of the National Disaster Rescue Challenge at Kings Park over the weekend 22-23 
October. Both were also provided the opportunity to plan and run the Navigation Stand 7 
during the Challenge which allowed a deeper dive into the dedication of all SES workers 
and supporting DFES staff. 

The transparency and enthusiastic leadership that resulted in a near faultless execution 
of the Challenge has been recognised by the competing SES workers, the support and 
the observing SES Workers and distinguished local guests and those from emergency 
service partners in all jurisdictions outside of WA.  

The feedback and positive comments from our political guests again was one of a posi-
tive impression of the organisational skills and the technical capability of the SES work-
ers.  

SESVA’s Robbie Palmer and Alan Hawke were also at Kings Park where they setup and 
manned a SES Public Awareness Stand opposite the NDRC Stand 8 which was created 
and run by Kalgoorlie/Boulder SES. They were assisted by a Two Rocks SES. 

Kings Park was very busy over the weekend with lots of people out for a walk or a picnic 
and very curious about what was occurring. It was great to engage with adults and chil-
dren who showed an interest in what the SES does and what the SES is capable of. 

It was great to also see the support from fellow SES workers and their families. with one 
couple coming up from Katanning to support their daughter in the Queensland Team and 
other family members flying over to support the partners who were competing. 

The SESVA also had the opportunity to engage with various career staff from the other 
States and Territories, where we were able to discuss how they engage with their Volun-
teers, run their training and how their legislation is written to govern their State/
Territory Emergency Service. 

SES Public Awareness 
stand at Kings Park  

Thank you to the Two 
Rocks and Mundaring 
SES Units for lending 
their popup shelters, 

chairs and tables. 
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….more….SESVA Out and About 

The SESVA’s Greg Cook and Allen Gale attended the Kimberley Region Leaders Forum in 
Broome on Saturday 29 October. The SESVA was the only Association that attended to 
support the interests of the SES workers at Broome, Derby and Kununurra. The agenda 
included leadership topics, Incident management system overviews, presentations relat-
ed to workforce management, culture, peer support, social media, volunteer retention 
and good debriefs,       as well as service specific presentations, such as NSW Flood De-
ployment, Marine Incidents Turnout information and Fire Investigation. 

Kimberley Region A/Supt Steve Longo welcomes participants to the Leaders Forum 

 
COTTESLOE WORKSHOP FEEDBACK…. 

do you have some? 

If you were a delegate who attended the Legislation Workshop on 

9th July at the Cottesloe Town Hall and have feedback or supporting 

comments for the SESVA, please send them to the Secretary, Allen 

Gale—sesva.secretary@ses-wa.asn.au 

Kimberley Region 
Leaders Forum 
participants 

SES Unit leaders at 
the dinner table 

with SES DOs and  
Kimberley VMSO  
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The Department of Fire and Emergency Services (DFES) staged the 2022 National Disaster 

Rescue Challenge (NDRC) at Kings Park over the weekend 22-23 October. The event was a 

resounding success with a team from each Australian state and territory represented in 

what was a friendly and vibrant challenge.  

The scenario for this year’s NDRC dubbed ‘Exercise Fault Line’ was based on the scenario 

of an earthquake impacting the inner suburbs of the Perth metropolitan area. There were 

also several functions arranged to ensure that participants, organisers and support volun-

teers had opportunities to socialise and enjoy their visit to WA. 

State/Territory    Score 

Queensland     1416 

New South Wales   1396 

Australian Capital Territory 1357 

South Australia    1297 

Western Australia   1273 

Victoria      1262 

Tasmania     1130 

Northern Territory   1031 

Each team was designated a SES volunteer driver and a SES minibus to meet them at the 

airport, then transport the teams between the airport and their hotel and for the duration 

of the challenge. The drivers also undertook sightseeing activities when not engaged in 

challenge activities.  

More than two hundred SES workers, ICV volunteers and DFES staff worked tirelessly in 
the lead up to and throughout the weekend to establish and man the various Stands, in-
cluding judging and presentations, transport of personnel and Salvos catering, as well as 
running the Main Control Centre.  

National Disaster  

Rescue Challenge  
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Eight stands were provided to challenge the eight NDRC teams, with a further four stands 
established for team learning.  

Team Manager DO Todd Pender says the WA Team performed really well and were happy 
with what they were able to achieve and learn from the experience.  They were in good 
spirits and not taking out the Challenge was not through lack of effort. 

“Considering that we had three months to prepare, which included getting the team to-
gether and training, they got the opportunity to be exposed to a higher than normal level 
of training which each individual team member will take back to their respective Units.” 

          SA Team at Stand 7                    ACT Team at Stand 8      QLD Team at Stand 10  

The WA Team— the Black Swans 
  Rob Smart—Wanneroo Joondalup SES Team Leader 

  Dan Lansom—Wanneroo Joondalup SES 

  Rachel Nicholas—Wanneroo Joondalup SES 

  Tess van Bentum—Wanneroo Joondalup SES 

 

 Paul Hollamby—Gosnells SES 

 Warren Taylor—Kalamunda SES 

 Graeme Dods—Canning South Perth SES 

Emergency: 

 Ketesse Hansen Canning—South Perth SES 

Emergency (and bus driver): 

 Rhys Williams—South Perth SES 

Stand 1— Heavy Lift 

Stand 2— Mass Casualty Search and Rescue 

Stand 3— Flood Boat Search and Rescue 

Stand 4— Rescue from Heights 

Stand 5— First AID and USAR Cat 1 

Stand 6— Land Search and Rescue; 

Stand 7— Navigation 

Stand 8— Building Repairs 

Learning Stand  9— Canine 

Learning Stand 10— AHIMS/ICV 

Learning Stand 11— Comms Support Unit 

Learning Stand 12—AMSA  

   WA Team at Stand 7             WA Team at Stand 8               WA Team at Stand 3 
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Veteran SES member and Serpentine-Jarrahdale SES Local Manager, 
Marty Seward, has been serving the WA community as a SES volun-
teer for more than 35 years. He has also been a member of the 
SESVA Management Committee for the past two and a half years. 

 
Having started with the SES in Gosnells in 1984 before heading north to spend three years 
in Port Hedland, and six years with the Karratha SES, Martin’s roots are deeply embedded 
in the Serpentine-Jarrahdale community.  And community, for him, is what the job is all 
about.  
 
“A drive for community and knowing that you can do something in the time of need,” Mar-
tin said. 

“Saying yes, we’re here, we’re here to help you, you’re not alone. 

“We might not be able to save the house but at least they know that we’re here, we’ll do 
as much as we can and you’re not left alone. 

“You go into a situation where there’s carnage everywhere, chaos everywhere, but you 
need to keep a level head, know what you need to do and get on with the job. 

“At the same time, you have to understand what the community is going through.” 

Having faced countless situations that most people would run from, Martin recalls a five-

week effort to assist in the clean-up effort in Kalbarri in 2021, following the devastating 

landfall of Cyclone Seroja. 

“Kalbarri – they got hammered, but we needed to get in there,” he said. 

“Even when they had community meetings, you’re there as well, you might be in the back 

but you’re there letting them know, ‘hey, we are here.’” 

Asked how long he plans to keep up his emergency services work, Martin laughs. 

“You’ll have to ask the wife about that one,” he said. 

“I’ll keep going as long as I can, whether I can keep going out in the field or work in the 

office. 

“You learn everything, and that’s something I do with the training, because there might be 

a time they can’t get out there but they can still be useful in the operations centre. 

“I do it because I have pride in what I do and what the SES stands for. We’ve got to sup-
port each other.” 

Marty clocks up 35 years! 
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Community Engagement and Recruitment Resources 

Did you know your Unit can access resources for Community engagement and Recruit-

ment through the SES Volunteers Association (SESVA) and Dept of Fire & Emergency 

Services (DFES)?  

Having resources you can hand out to people helps trigger your message, days after en-

gaging with them.  

There are resources available to your Unit which the SESVA can supply at no cost: 

- torches, fridge magnets, pens and stickers. 

 

 
 

 

 

The SESVA also has two display boards and a pop-up shelter for Units to borrow.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

To order or borrow promotional resources from the SESVA contact our Office by email: 

sesva.office@ses-wa.asn.au 
 
DFES has a variety of resources as well that include preparedness materials for events 
such as cyclones and floods, along with colouring in pads and stickers for the kids. 

To order resources from DFES, go to the Volunteer Hub and click on Engaging with the  
Community, click Plan your engagement, click  Order resources, or fill out the Resource 
Order Request (overleaf) and email to: 

communitypreparedness@dfes.wa.gov.au  
 

mailto:sesva.office@ses-wa.asn.au
mailto:communitypreparedness@dfes.wa.gov.au


 
 

 


