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From the President 
 

Hello once again, 

The month of May has been very busy in meeting with SES Units across the state of Western 

Australia. Each SES Unit was invited to provide the next step in consultation for the coming 

Combined Emergency Services Legislation. It is critically important that SES members have 

their input to government prior to the release of the discussion paper. As your elected body 

for SES advocacy, the management and executive committees have been applying the lessons 

learn through its Legislation Sub-Committee.   

As an Association, we also know that taking a position in a democratic way can result in some members feeling as 

though they have not been heard. I urge you to be heard.  I and we understand that in our leadership role that this 

quote is relevant to the emotion that is and will bubble to the surface: 

 

“If you accept the call to leadership, you must be willing to be misunderstood,  

criticised, opposed, accused, and even rejected”  

(unknown author) 

 

Don’t let the opportunity pass by to effect great recognition and if required change to meet SES member’s needs but 

not forgetting that we are here on behalf of the communities we willingly serve.  

For those that wish to take a higher step, observe your right to be nominated and elected to the SES Volunteers  

Association Management Committee.  It’s a noble time to step up.  

Best Wishes, Greg Cook.  
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REGISTRATIONS FOR 2023  

WAFES CONFERENCE & 

AWARDS ARE NOW OPEN 

 

The biggest event of our year is right around the corner, with just over three months to go before the 2023 WAFES  

Conference and Awards are held on Friday September 8th and Saturday September 9th.  

Volunteers who would like to attend the conference and awards have two ways to register to be a part of the weekend’s 

events.   

BGU Endorsement 

 BGU leaders have received an email asking them to endorse two volunteers to attend the conference by Tuesday  

 11th July.  

 Volunteers are encouraged to speak with their BGU leader if they would like to be endorsed to attend the  

 conference. 

 BGU endorsed volunteers will receive an email with a link to complete their online conference registration by  

 Friday 14th July. 

Expression of Interest list 

 Volunteers can now join an Expression of Interest list which will be used to allocate any remaining places for the  

conference and/or awards gala dinner. 

 This process is the only way to attend either event if you’re not BGU endorsed or a WAFES Awards finalist or their  

 nominator.  

 The Expression of Interest list is open for self-nomination until Friday 14 July. 

 Volunteer on the Expression of Interest list will have four opportunities to secure a place, with preference given to 

 those who haven’t attended the conference before.  

 

For more information on registrations and to keep up to date with the latest news visit the  

WAFES Conference website  
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AFAC, THE Australian and New Zealand National Council for 

fire and emergency services, held a memorial service to hon-

our the courage and sacrifice of those who have died in the 

line of duty at the National Emergency Services Memorial  

in Canberra on Friday 12th May 2023.   

An AFAC Memorial Medallion was presented to the families and the service also acknowledged the names added to the 
Memorial Wall, which lists all who have died in the line of duty since records began.   
 

Click on the link to view the 2023 Memorial Service 
 

The Memorial provides a place for remembrance and quiet reflection for families, colleagues and visitors.   The service was 
attended by hundreds of members of the fire and emergency services, family members, dignitaries and others from across 
Australia and New Zealand.  Craig Waters, DFES Acting Commissioner, represented WA along with DBCA staff, National 
SESVA Chairman Gordon Hall, SESVA President Greg Cook and SESVA Secretary Allen Gale.  
 

 

National Emergency Services Memorial L-R: Allen Gale, Greg Cook, Gordon Hall, Senator Tony Sheldon, Craig Waters and recent 
SES Youth Achievement Award winners Alex Corinaldesi (Cockburn SES) and Cassidy Kempster (Northshore SES) 

The National SES Volunteers Association (NSESVA) was well represented by members of the SES Volunteers Associa-
tions from across Australia.  The NSESVA again hosted young emerging leaders from SES units across Australia.  
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SES Youth Achievement Award 2022 winner Cassidy Kempster, Northshore SES, and SES Youth Achievement Award 2019 
winner Alex Corinaldesi, Cockburn SES, were amongst the thirteen young volunteers who formed up the guard of honour 
for the Governor-General at the memorial service. 

This recognition highlights the importance of nurturing and developing the next generation of leaders within the emergen-
cy services sector. By including and acknowledging these young leaders, the event promotes their growth, encourages 
their active participation, and reinforces the significance of their future contributions to the emergency services. 

Cassidy and Alex both praised the overall experience, expressing their gratitude to the SESVA, the NSESVA and DFES for 
providing them with such an amazing weekend in Canberra. Participating in such events contributes to fostering a culture 
of remembrance and appreciation within the emergency services community. 

Another highlight of the weekend In Canberra was when the young emerging leaders attended a garden party at the Gov-
ernor Generals Residence in Yarralumla, accompanied by the Chair (Gordon Hall ESM) and Deputy Chair (Dr Faye Bendrups 
OAM) of the National SESVA. Their memorable experiences continued after the memorial service with a visit to Parliament 
House and Geoscience Australia, followed by a visit to the Australian War Memorial on Sunday before returning to WA.  

Cassidy Kempster (Northshore SES) and 
Alex Corinaldesi (Cockburn SES) present  

the Governor General, David Hurley, and his wife 
with a copy of the book  History of the SES in WA 

The young emerging leaders pictured here with NSESVA Chair Gordon Hall ESM and NSESVA 
Deputy Chair Dr Faye Bendrups OAM including WA SES Volunteers Alex Corinaldesi (Cockburn 
SES—far right) and Cassidy Kempster (Northshore SES—fifth from right), along with Alex 
Bartaska (Vic), Stuart Catt (SA), Marie Cunnington (NT), Jamien Frankcombe (Tas), Teghan 
Hunt (Qld), AmyLambert (ACT), David Lang (Qld), Max Moon (NSW), Aidan Patersen (NSW), 
Codie Powell (Vic), Torben Smith (ACT), Jay Tanase (Tas).  
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Wear Orange Wednesday was all about 

celebrating our heroes in orange jumpsuits 

— our fabulous  

State Emergency Services Volunteers.  

 

In the past year alone SES Volunteers in 

WA gave up 18,000 hours to respond to 

events like floods, cyclones and road 

crashes around the state and around the 

country .   

 

Emergency Services Minister, Stephen  

Dawson MLC, joined DFES Acting Commissioner 

Craig Waters to celebrate WOW Day at Kings Park.   

Many SES Units celebrated WOW Day at their units or 

at their community’s significant landmarks. This 

month’s Newsletter is a bumper WOW Day edition 

showcasing this special day.  
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Across Australia 

WOW DAY  

celebrated SES 

Volunteers’  

Saving Lives and 

Protecting their 

Communities. 

Western Australia was no 

exception with many SES 

Units holding special events 

for their Volunteers and 

community members.   

Karratha SES em-

braced the spirit of WOW celebrating the occasion at their unit by inviting members and their families to 

join with special guests for an informal, social opportunity on Monday 15th May.  

DFES District Officers David Cowdell and Paul Leiper assisted local Councillor, 

Marg Bertling in presenting recognition packs purchased with a Volunteering WA/ 

Lotterywest grant.  Whilst enjoying refreshments, many participated in a treasure 

hunt to locate quirky facts, equipment and personalities important to our unit.   

A few brave members stepped up to share their experiences with local radio and 

newspaper as well as being the focus of member profiles on our Facebook page.  

Their enthusiasm for training, dedication to deployments and interesting experi-

ences provided listeners and readers with great insights into SES.  

Our local City of Karratha iconic building, Red Earth Arts Precinct, was illuminated 

in orange to pay tribute to our dedicated SES Volunteers.  What a great way to 

share the ORANGE GLOW with pride! 
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Bassendean, Belmont and Swan SES Units gathered at Mundaring Unit to 
celebrate WOW Day, with approximately 12 members from each unit 
attending.  

Superintendent David Gill and DO Chris Kin-Maung joined in the celebrations and 
addressed the gathering, which was coordinated by Lexi Toutoungis-Basley.  
A memorable observation made on the night was, “it is great to see so many SES 
members from different units meeting, chatting and laughing.  It is only when you 
get this many volunteers in one room you realise how big the SES is and how we 
are all part of one team.  We need to do more of this.  Through doing more 
shared training, as we are often called out to support each other when a really big 
RFA is on and we are thrown together in a mix to get the job done!” 
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Spectacular scenes at 

Geraldton’s Queens 

Park Theatre as 

Geraldton-Greenough 

SES puts on a show.   

Members of Geraldton-Greenough SES combined abseiling training with a stunning WOW Day display at 
Geraldton’s Queens Park Theatre.  A large contingent from the Unit practised climbing and descending using spe-
cialised climbing ropes and devices to demonstrate the skills SES volunteers use in vertical cliff rescue.   
The training was overseen by Department of Fire and Emergency Services District Officer, Tim Dalwood and Team 
Leader, Justin Larkin.   
The Queens Park Theatre was aglow with orange lighting and SES logos and electronic signage promoted WOW 
Day.  SES Local Manager, Ross Jones said WOW Day showcased the amazing work SES Volunteers undertake for 
their communities.  “Orange has been the colour of SES Volunteers overalls across Australia since the late 70’s 
and early 80’s.  WOW Day is about showing support and saying thanks to SES Volunteers for their contribution to 
the community.   #nvw23 #NationalVolunteersweek2023 Geraldton-Greenough SES #ThankYouSES 
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Medley of images: 

top, SWORD; centre, Shire of Ashburton 

wearing Orange for WOW Day at Tom 

Price Admin Office; lower left Swan SES 

members.  
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CITY OF BUNBURY 

WEARS ORANGE FOR  

Bunbury landmarks glorious  
in Orange. 

Top left: Arrol Craine. 
Above: The Navigators 
Top right: Marlston Hill Lookout 
Right: Guppy Park 

Above:  Bunnings WOW Day  —   Community 
Engagement Stand.  Bunnings donated a fire 
basket, fire wood and lighters for Bunbury SES 
Unit to raffle off to raise funds.  

Right: Bunbury SES Unit  
Members  on the 

Koombana Footbridge 
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Rockingham-Kwinana SES hosted a 
WOW event at their Unit where they 
were joined by Cockburn SES mem-
bers.  Together they enjoyed a BBQ 
dinner and played some amazing 
team  games putting their skills & 
knowledge to the test. 

Lots of laughs and a great time was 
had by all.  A trophy was awarded to 
the team with mot most points.  

 
 

ROCKINGHAM-KWINANA 

& COCKBURN SES UNITS 

CELEBRATE 

#nvw23 #WOWDay #rockinghamkwinanases #TheChangeMakers 
#community #teamwork #stateemergencyservicewesternaustralia  
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As part of National Volunteer Week The City of Rockingham acknowledged the contribu-

tion of several local Volunteers at its annual Volunteer Recognition Evening, held on 

Thursday 18 May 2023 in the City’s Reception Room.  The event was marked by the  

introduction of new a awards ceremony to help the City best recognise its outstanding 

volunteers.  Rockingham-Kwinana SES Unit’s Lyn Meredith was awarded Senior Volun-

teer of the Year.  Pictured is Lyn Meredith (right) with Councillor Caroline Hume.  

Image and Test courtesy of the City of Rockingham.  

Legacy Torch Relay  
David Catchlove, Local Manager Rockingham-Kwinana SES, reflects on his participation in the 
Fremantle leg of the relay on the 5th of May 2023…… 

2023 marks the 100th Anniversary of Legacy in Australia and as the Local Manger of the  

Rockingham Kwinana SES and a Navy Veteran, I had the honour of being one of the torch bearers for 

the Fremantle leg of the relay.  

Fremantle put on a magnificent day with the weather and the event. It was a great privilege to be amongst other Veter-

ans and Legatees.  Following the torch relay there was a reception held at the City of Fremantle and a Community Day 

on Saturday 6th May to conclude the Perth leg of the Relay. 

A big thanks to Defence Health, Legacy WA, Perfect 

Events and all the volunteers who assisted on the day. 

I would like to say a great big thank you to all who do-

nated to Legacy and supported me on this journey. 

In 1923 Legacy made a promise to help veteran’s fami-

lies carry on with their lives after the loss or injury  

loved one. 

Legacy’s work can mean a child gets an education  and 

a fair go, a widow is not disadvantaged and alone and 

a family is not torn by the effects of post traumatic 

stress or other psychological injuries.  
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100 years of service 

 

On 10th May 2023, long service awards recognising 100 
years of diligent service to the SES were presented to 
Bayswater SES members by Acting Deputy Commissioner 
Jon Broomhall AFSM.  Medals, clasps and medallions pre-
sented on the night were:  
 Five-year SES medallion to Robin Grieff. 

 10-year SES medal to Erik Pavlik. 

 Clasp to the SES medal to Clare for 15 years of service. 

 National Medal and clasp to SES Medal to Jane Camp-
bell for 15 years of service. 

 Clasp to the SES medal to Martin Hale for 20 years of 
service. 

 Clasp to the SES medal to Brett O’Leary recognising 35 
years of service. 

 

Past Local Managers also gathered 

Also in attendance were all previous Local Managers dating back to 1994, that is 29 years of successive Local Managers.  

L-R: Erik Pavlik, Robin Grieff, Martin Hale, A/DC Broomhall AFSM, Brett 
O’Leary, and DO Hall.  Jane Campbell attended via video link (top left). 

Past Local Managers L-R: Ray Mahony 
(1994-2000), Glen Hall (2000-2005), Tracy 
Barker (2005-2007), Ash Smith 2007-2012), 
Andrea Moore (2012-2014), Nic Wilkinson 
(2014-2019), Alan Hawke (2019-2021) and 
Mic Dunn (2021-present).  
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Senior Sergeant Gavin Radice has been the Officer-in-Charge of the Emergency Operations Unit (EOU) since August 
2022. He was the previous Officer-in-Charge of Water Police, however he has had a long career serving at numerous police 
stations across the state.  

“The WA Police Force is the Hazard Management Agency (HMA) for eight 
emergencies that may occur in our community. These include Road Crash, 
Air Crash, Hostile Acts, Terrorist Acts, Land Search and Rescue (LandSAR), 
MarineSAR, Radiation Escape from Nuclear Powered Warships and Space 
Debris Re-Entry. Officers from the EOU provide support and advice when 
police deploy to these types of critical incidents.   

EOU is based at the Maylands Police Complex and the officers are equipped 
with three command vehicles and three fast response vehicles capable of 
deploying at a moment’s notice. EOU work closely with St John Ambulance, 
Department of Fire and Emergency Services, Department of Biodiversity, 
Conservation and Attractions and other government departments to assist as 
a combat agency. EOU will arrange WA Police Force staff to assist with 
attendance during a human epidemic, bushfire, weather and HAZMAT inci-
dents.     

The core business of EOU is in the area of land search and rescue (LandSAR), where the unit provides strategic advice and 
will attend a search incident in an advisory capacity to assist police districts. This includes deploying in an Incident  
Command Vehicle/ Forwarded Command Vehicle to provide support for the Police Forward Commander.  The officers 
from EOU, are considered subject matter experts in LandSAR, by virtue of their qualifications (e.g. Advanced Diploma in 
Police Search and Rescue management) and experience. 

In 2017, the team managed, coordinated or supported over 380 incidents. By 2022, this rose to over 1000 incidents. The 
majority of these being LandSAR, which included missing prospectors, hikers, persons with mental health issues (including 
despondent persons), children and persons with autism. The majority of searches are for those persons living with demen-
tia/Alzheimer’s which comprised almost half of all searches in 2022.   

Most LandSAR incidents will not require the assistance of SES personnel, as between 70 and 80 percent of missing people 
are located during police initial attendance. Some searches are not suitable for SES deployment, due to the history of the 
missing person, including known violent behaviour.  When WA Police Force do request SES assistance, this will be organ-
ised through the Cockburn Central based DFES District Officer State Situation (DOSS) by staff from EOU.  EOU will regularly 
liaise with other WA Police Force units (Water Police, Police Air Wing, Mounted Section, Tactical Response Group) and 
other combat agencies (DFES, DFES-SES, Joint Rescue Coordination Centre - Canberra) in relation to critical incidents.” 

“My experience as a police officer,  particularly in regional WA, 
Water Police and now EOU, has highlighted the critical role that 

volunteers play in emergency management,” says Snr Sgt Radice.  

“Your dedication, professionalism, skill and at times bravery should 
never be underestimated and in many cases, we simply cannot do 
our job to try and save lives without your support”. 

WAPOL  Emergency Operations Unit (EOU) 
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Share your Safety TIPS for inclusion in the Newsletter; you’ll be helping to keep everyone safe! 

Email Bella sesva.office@ses-wa.asn.au 

FATIGUE MANAGEMENT 
Fatigued people are often unaware that they are not functioning 

as well as they would be if they were not fatigued, and this can 

make it difficult to diagnose. Keeping everyone safe requires us 

to not only be vigilant in self-assessment but also identify fatigue

-related behaviour in the people we work with.  

It’s OK to admit that you may be fatigued and it’s OK to work 

with your colleagues emphasising the shared responsibility that 

goes with managing fatigue effectively. These checklists can help 

you identify fatigue.   

HEALTH & SAFETY TIPS 

Ctrl/click here to access the DFES Volunteer Hub - Fatigue Management posters, checklists and information  
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