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From the President

This is the time for wishing everyone the very best for the coming Christmas and New Year period.
All of us at your State Emergency Service Association hope that the very best happens in the way you wish for
you. Most of us will enjoy happy times with family and friends but we do acknowledge in advance that some
will be active in their role as an emergency service volunteer, helping others no matter what time of day or
night.
Like the elected committee members of your Association, we too are all SES Volunteers and act for our
colleagues and in turn respond to the community in times of need. So, I say thank you to them for the over and
above effort they provide for us.
Whilst my message is one of gratitude, I acknowledge that many of us are making some adjustments at unit
level on receiving the advice and mandate for personal safety through the COVID 19 health orders directed at
DFES workers, paid or volunteer. Please support each other to stay safe in our role and be conscious of our
family needs as well. Many of us have chosen to be vaccinated to protect each other but as the borders are
opened, it is forecast that COVID will enter the state and people may get sick.
Again, I feel that SES members may be asked to be part of a bigger picture response to help the broader
communities. We only need to look at our colleagues in the eastern states to learn that many helped many in
circumstance that may have been unfamiliar to us.
Enjoy your personal family togetherness in the weeks ahead. Stay safe and we thank you again for what you
do for the communities in Western Australia.
Greg Cook
President

From your team at the SESVA
How to Keep Informed
Don't forget we have a website which keeps you
informed of what is happening across the state in
SES land.
We also have "the App". (SESVA WA) and are on
Facebook.
And also, if you would like our newsletters, other
relevant information etc forwarded direct to your
email,
just
contact
the
SESVA
office
(sesva.office@seswa.asn.au), and advise your
details.

Christmas Closure
Our office will be closed from 23rd December 2021
reopening on 11th January 2022.

Website
The SESVA website has been upgraded and
improved.
Check it out!
If you have any questions, comments,
improvements please contact our webmaster
John Capes sesva.webmaster@seswa.asn.au
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COVID-19 FAQ
The following is a reprint of an email sent by DFES to all Volunteers regarding COVID19
On 12 November 2021, the Chief Health Officer issued the Fire and Emergency Services Worker (Restrictions
on Access) Directions under the Public Health Act 2016.
The directions specify COVID19 vaccination requirements for fire and emergency services (FES) workers –
the definition of which includes volunteers – before they can access fire and emergency services sites.
This means that DFES staff and fire and emergency services volunteers are required to comply with the
directions which have been put in place to address the risks posed by COVID19.
The directions also mean all volunteers need to have received their first vaccination by 31 December 2021
and be fully vaccinated by 31 January 2022.
Staff and volunteers who do not comply with these directions will not be permitted to remain at or enter fire and
emergency services sites.
To provide further assistance and details regarding the directions, a series of Frequently Asked Questions
have been prepared and uploaded on the Volunteer Hub.
If you have already obtained your vaccination certificate, you can advise DFES by uploading your certificate
via the Volunteer Hub, following the stepbystep guide.
If you don’t have access to the Volunteer Hub, please note other options are being developed by DFES to
make it easier for volunteers to provide evidence of their COVID19 vaccinations. Further information will be
provided shortly.
If you have any further questions please read the Frequently Asked Questions or email our COVID19 Incident
Response Team through covid19@dfes.wa.gov.au.
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