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From the President  

Hello to you, 

To all that take the time to read our monthly newsletter, I take this 

opportunity to start conversations that can make a significant con-

tribution to you.  That is for now and into the future. 

It’s time to prepare your homes and businesses for our traditional 

seasons of higher risk. 

• Spring brings with it those remarkable storms that many describe as ‘natures 

lightshows’, but there is risk to those who lie in their path and only you can reduce 

how you are personally impacted. 

• Both spring and summer bring higher risk of the natural danger from bushfire. 

• Our coastline and interior are vulnerable to the impact of severe weather. Whether 

that is a cyclone or a topical low that bring high winds and rain both may lead to 

flooding and isolation.  

At the State Emergency Service, we ask that you look, plan and act to reduce those 

things that can be addressed around our homes and businesses that can cause damage 

in high winds, be burnt in bushfire ember attacks or getting caught up in flood waters. 

Starting now allows some time to complete the actions that save you the inconvenience 

during an incident.  Think of the lessons learned just a few days ago with the impact of 

Hurricane Ian in the USA.  

Travellers - plan your journey, check the weather before departure, know what to ex-

pect and, if its too dangerous, just don’t do it.  Arriving safe and well must be the goal.  

Thank you and stay safe,  Greg Cook 

Greg Cook, SESVA President 
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STATE EMERGENCY SERVICE  

2022 AWARD WINNERS 

Winners of the 2022 WA Fire and Emergency Services (WAFES) Awards were announced at 

the Awards gala dinner on Saturday 10 September at Crown Perth.  Congratulations to all 

finalists and winners who have all made a significant contribution and commitment to fire 

and emergency services over the past 12 months, working tirelessly to keep their commu-

nities safe.  The SES Volunteer award winners are listed by category below.  

SES Youth Achievement Award 

Cassidy Kempster, Member, Northshore State Emergency SES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cassidy says her drive to be kind, understanding and compassionate to others is 

why she volunteers for Northshore SES.  These values were certainly exemplified 

when Cassidy spent four days in New South Wales cleaning the flood-ravaged 

homes of local SES volunteers who were themselves busy helping others in simi-

lar situations.  Cassidy also has actively sought to increase member retention in 

her unit by encouraging and motivating others to remain part of a positive cause.   

All State Emergency Service Award winners are memorialised in the SES 

Volunteers Association Colin Freeth Room Honour Boards and Trophies. 
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SES Team Achievement Award 

SWORD State Emergency Service Logistics 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This 32 member unit swings into action during large-scale  

incidents. In 2022, their efforts culminated in 26 consecutive days in the 

field, travelling thousands of kilometres to offer logistical support to major 

incidents all over the State from Carnarvon to Denmark.  At one point, they 

were responding to five separate incidents at once.  But despite the intensi-

ty of their workload, this enthusiastic and motivated group always finds time 

to have a laugh and enjoy each other’s company.  

All State Emergency Service Award winners are 

memorialised in the SES Volunteers Association 

Colin Freeth Room Honour Boards and Trophies. 
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PETER KEILLOR AWARD 

Colin Nicholson Deceased, Collie State Emergency Service 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Collie State Emergency Service may be a small unit, but it has a giant heart 

thanks to Colin.  He placed a huge focus on upskilling and inspiring others to 

be their very best.  Colin delivered numerous training courses in the South 

West region and wrote a suite of training programs for DFES, drawing on his 

extensive knowledge formed over years of experience in the Air Force and 

Emergency Services.  

All State Emergency Service Award winners are 

memorialised in the SES Volunteers Association 

Colin Freeth Room Honour Boards and Trophies. 
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The Upper Great Southern Regional Exercise was held over three days from Fri-

day 16th September at the Dryandra Woodland Village in the shire of Cuballing. 

Exercise organisers Kerry Keys (Pingelly SES) and Cherese Green (Gosnells SES) pulled 

together a remarkable weekend of learning, team building and getting to know one anoth-

er.  

More than 60 SES Volunteers travelled from Units in the Upper Great Southern, South-

West, Goldfields-Midlands and Metropolitan Regions, as well as having the support of the 

Communications Support Unit, and SWORD SES Logistics from Perth. 

Volunteers from Pingelly SES, Gosnells SES, Northam District SES, Mundaring SES, the 

NDRC ‘Black Swan’ Team, Serpentine-Jarrahdale ICV, Pingelly BFB and the SES Volunteers 

Assoc, along with DFES staff from Narrogin and Armadale manned a range stands on Sat-

urday. The stands included Water Operations, Land Search, Operations in the Field, Radio 

Communications, Map Reading/Navigation and a Vertical Rescue system challenge. 

WA Police OIC from Narrogin played an active role in the land search and rescue exercises 

on Saturday and again on Sunday, as well as arranging a thought-provoking drone 

demonstration by the WAPOL Drone Pilot based in Albany. 

The exercise and its organisers received a lot of praise for a job very well done from those 

attending, at what can only be classified as an excellent venue with great catering by Pin-

gelly SES volunteers. The question is already being asked “when is the next one?” 
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Upper Great Southern Regional Exercise 
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Our newest Life Member 

The SESVA is pleased to announce its newest Life Member 

Lin commenced as an SES Volunteer at the Mund-

aring SES Unit in March 2000.  Throughout his time 

with Mundaring he has held the position of Local 

Manager, Deputy Local Manager and Training Manag-

er.  It was the recognition of his leadership skills that 

enabled the Mundaring SES Unit to move into the 

next phase of migrating to a new building and still 

maintain the response capability to assist the com-

munity throughout the planning and building phase. 

In November 2013 Lin became the SESVA Secretary where he played a pivotal role for 

more than eight years helping steer the Association to where it is today, giving so much of 

his time with little or no thought to himself but to the betterment of the Community and 

the SES. 

Lin put all his efforts into providing support, guidance and assistance to SES Regional Rep-

resentatives, SES Units and many SES Volunteers around the state in areas of training, 

administration and other related matters.  

At the same time, Lin took on the management and support of up to 25 committees and 

sub-committees associated with the emergency service agencies, for the SESVA.  Lin also 

became an active part of the National SESVA Council using his knowledge and experience 

in advising the National SES Volunteers Association Board on various matters 

Lin has played an active and effective role in the key negotiating teams with DFES Chief 

Superintendents, Assistant Commissioners and Deputy Commissioners, the FES Commis-

sioner, politicians and many others to ensure the best foundation possible for delivery of a 

service to the communities and key stakeholders, the SES Volunteers.  

Without Lin as part of the team the SESVA would not have been as effective in assisting 

the SES Volunteers and DFES.  

 

 

Mr Lin Booth 
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The NDRC organising team are beginning final preparations for the event at Kings Park on 

Saturday 22nd and Sunday 23rd October. 

Final testing and validation of the assessable rescue stands are almost complete, and the 

judges will be allocated to stands during the second week of October. 

Visitors 

The organisers look forward to welcoming visitors to spectate throughout the weekend, so 

make sure you have the event in your calendars.  

Location 

Further details of the Kings Park locations will be provided closer to the event and shared 

via the SESVA Website https://ses-wa.asn.au/ 

The WA NDRC Team Coach, DO Todd Pender, reports 

that the WA’s Black Swan Team has been busy prepar-

ing for the Challenge.  

“DFES has provided new personal protective clothing 

and equipment which the team has appreciated”, Todd 

said. 

The Team accepted an invite to participate in the Upper 

Great Southern Regional Exercise in September. 

 
 

 

 

 

National Disaster  

Rescue Challenge 
(NDRC)  

22 and 23 October 2022 

The Black Swan Team 

Black Swan Team at the Upper Great 

Southern Regional Exercise 

https://ses-wa.asn.au/
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National Disaster Rescue Challenge (NDRC) continued 

The exercise was very well run and put together 

through the hard work of a number of people, es-

pecially Kerry Keys, Pingelly SES and Cherese 

Green, Gosnells SES.  

The Black Swan Team was able to take the oppor-

tunity to continue the process of forming, storm-

ing, norming and performing during the exercise. 

“The time spent around the campfire at night was 

just as useful as the time spent at each of the 

stands participating and collecting kangaroo 

ticks”, Todd said. 

Recently the Team had the opportunity to undergo 

additional patient assessment, patient manage-

ment and patient handling practice in preparation 

for the NDRC weekend. It was a great opportunity 

to refresh these skills - not only does casualty 

management play a big part in the Challenge but 

also in our SES volunteering and everyday normal 

lives when you can assist someone with your first 

aid knowledge. 

The Black Swan Team has a couple more training 

sessions in the couple of weeks leading up to the 

Challenge and is looking forward to representing 

the State, DFES and SES in WA. 

Black Swan Team at the Upper Great Southern 

 Regional Exercise 

Black Swan Team practicing with a ‘patient’ 
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WAFES Conference - feedback wanted 

If you were at the WA Fire and Emergency Services Conference 2022 at Crown Perth on 

10 September, your Association wants your feedback to inform our response to DFES 

when contributing to the organisation of future Conferences. 

 

 

 

 

This year’s conference theme Adapting for the future acknowledged the ever-changing 

climate and environment that emergency services must recalibrate, adapt and acclima-

tise to. 

• Did the conference deliver sufficiently; if not then why not? 

• Did it provide a program of rich and engaging content and experiences to build 

knowledge and skills of volunteers who attend?  

• Did you join the conference via the livestream; was it beneficial? 

• Were the Workshops and Tours valuable? 

• What were your standout experiences at the activities you attended, including the 

Welcome function?  

• Did the Conference administration & logistics meet your needs (registration, travel,       

accommodation, catering)? 

• Do you have any suggestions for improvement? 

Any feedback you provide will be valued and used by your Association representatives to 

share with DFES when evaluating this year’s Conference to benefit the volunteer experi-

ences of the 2023 WAFES Conference. 

Send your feedback and suggestions to Allen Gale, Secretary  

sesva.secretary@ses-wa.asn.au 

mailto:sesva.secretary@ses-wa.asn.au
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DFES Senior Taxation Officer Anthony Sommes has provided a reminder that all units are 

no longer eligible for charity registration and will need to voluntarily revoke their 

charity status. 

The Australian Charities and Not-for-profits Commission (ACNC) has provided advice to 

DFES that all units are not eligible for charity registration and will need to voluntarily re-

voke their charity status. This is due to the powers and functions of a public nature vested 

in State Emergency Service units and their volunteers via the Fire and Emergency Ser-

vices Act 1998 and Fire and Emergency Services Regulations 1998. The ACNC require 

units to voluntarily revoke their charity status by February 2023 which must be done via 

the ACNC Charity Portal 

As a consequence of the above ACNC advice, the Australian Tax Office (ATO) has provided 

taxation advice to DFES that all units can self-assess their income tax exemption status 

as being a government like entity under Commonwealth income tax legislation. This 

means all units remain income tax-exempt, including lodging tax returns. 

For Unit Local Managers, DFES is advising them to complete the following actions: 

• if your Unit is not registered as a charity or endorsed as a Deductible Gift Recipient 

(DGR), you are not impacted and no action is required. 

• if your Unit is registered with the ACNC as a charity, you need to voluntarily revoke 

your charity registration status.  

• if your Unit is endorsed by the Australian Taxation Office as a Deductible Gift Recipi-

ent (DGR) under the public benevolent institution category and wish to continue this 

endorsement, then apply for a new endorsement under the fire and emergency ser-

vices category prior to revoking your charity status. 

Additional charity and DGR information is in the Funding and Grants Toolbox in 

the Taxation Information page in the DFES Volunteer Hub specifically for units. If 

you have queries then contact the SESVA Secretary sesva.secretary@ses-wa.asn.au 

 

Commonwealth Charity and Taxation 

reforms impacting SES units  

http://www.acnc.gov.au/
https://volunteerhub.dfes.wa.gov.au/home/toolboxes/funding-and-grants/taxation-information
mailto:sesva.secretary@ses-wa.asn.au
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Annual General Meeting of the SESVA 

39 volunteers representing 24 SES Units attended the AGM of the SES Volunteer Associa-

tion of WA at Crown Burswood on Sunday 11th September 2022. 

President’s Report 

SESVA President Greg Cook spoke to his report which is available to SES Members on re-

quest. He noted the SESVA has been enjoying the benefits of less formal meetings with 

DFES which have produced positive results for all parties. 

Greg acknowledged the Volunteers’ contribution of countless hours of community service 

across WA and extended thanks to all 64 Unit Managers and SES Volunteers for their hard 

work and dedication. 

The SESVA has been focused on providing a facilitated response to the Combined Emer-

gency Service Legislation Activities.  A Local Managers Legislation Workshop was held in 

early July and it is intended to release an Options Paper that reflects SES Members’ de-

sired direction.   

The SESVA is providing support to the upcoming National Disaster Rescue Challenge in 

Perth on 22 and 23 October 2022 and has worked hard to reintroduce multi region exer-

cises, with the recent Eneabba Exercise and Dryandra Exercise both proving to be a great 

success.  

The SESVA also continues to be active with the National SES body and its advocacy roles 

within the Federal government and representative bodies such as Australasian Fire and 

Emergency Service Authorities Council. 

Treasurer’s Report 

SESVA Treasurer Robbie Palmer presented the SESVA 2021-2022 Financial Reports. The 

objective of the Association is to promote and foster the interests of SES Volunteers in WA 

with its financial resources. The SESVA is in a stable financial position and is well placed 

to remain so into the future.  
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Treasurer’s Report (continued) 

The main source of income is from DFES, who we’d like to acknowledge, providing the 

SESVA with an Operating Grant annually.  This supports the day-to-day business of the 

SESVA including wages of the Administration Officer and enables the VA to support SES 

Units with promotional materials for their community engagement activities. 

The accounts of the SESVA have been audited by Moore Australia who provided the  

following opinion: “The SESVA is in a sound financial condition.  All five accounts, in the 

Auditor’s opinion, present fairly in accordance with the cash basis of accounting, the re-

ceipts and payments of the SESVA in relation to all accounts for 12 months ending 

30/6/22 and its bank balances at that date.” 

Returning Officer Declared Appointments 

The Returning Officer declared the following appointments all being for a two year term 

expiring at the 2024 AGM, having all been elected unopposed: 

Trevor Patten - Karratha Unit  Vice President North 

Peter Newton - Walpole Unit Regional Rep, Lower South West 

Steve Cable - Kalbarri Unit Regional Rep, Midwest Gascoyne 

Kerry Keys - Pingelly Unit  Regional Rep, Upper Great Southern 

Congratulations to each of our valued representatives on being re-appointed and particu-

larly for having nominated again to continue in the role for another term. 

Special Resolution 

Goldfields Midlands Regional Representative Sarge Bottacin moved that the SESVA award 

Lindal Booth Life Membership of the SESVA in honour of his years of service as Secretary 

of the Association. The Motion was seconded and several members spoke in favour of the 

motion which was ultimately carried with unanimous acceptance. 


